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Worship at Home Service: Sunday  
August 2, 2026, with Revd Alan Sharp. 
 
StF 340 Ye Servants of God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptLLr_WjCz8 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,  
and publish abroad his wonderful name;  
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol;  
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.  

God ruleth on high, almighty to save;  
and still he is nigh, his presence we have;  
the great congregation his triumph shall sing,  
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.  

"Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!"  
let all cry aloud and honour the Son;  
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  
fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.  

Then let us adore and give him his right:  
all glory and power, all wisdom and might,  
all honour and blessing, with angels above  
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love.  

Opening prayer  
All-powerful God, how can we ever thank you 
enough for what you did and continue to do for 
us?  You hate sin but love the sinner. You 
never give up on us. Your love never wains. 
You know and understand us. 
Whatever circumstances we find ourselves in, 
we can cling tight and draw strength from you, 
for you have hold of our right hand. 
You never let go. You never abandon us. 
Thank you that you work all things for our 
good, nurturing us and strengthening our 
character. 
Lord God, we give you thanks and praise. 
Amen. 

Reading: Matthew 14:13-21  
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
But when the crowds heard it, they followed 
him on foot from the towns. When he went 
ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. 
When it was evening, the disciples came to 
him and said, "This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 
that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves." Jesus said to them, "They 

need not go away; you give them something 
to eat."  They replied, "We have nothing here 
but five loaves and two fish." 
And he said, "Bring them here to me." Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven and blessed and broke 
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and 
the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all 
ate and were filled, and they took up what was 
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 
full. And those who ate were about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Reflection 
Molly was my eldest sister - much older than 
me.  In 1940 she married Roy, who was 
serving in the RAF. Two years later she got a 
telegram.  On the night of June 22, 1942, he 
took part in a bombing raid on Emden, a 
seaport in north-west Germany. 227 planes 
took part.  Roy’s plane was seen to ditch in 
the sea on the return home.   Much later my 
other sister told me that Molly struggled to eat 
for two weeks, believing that he may be 
sheltering somewhere awaiting rescue.    
But it never happened. 
 
How have you felt when you’ve got some 
really bad news?   Especially when it’s 
completely out of the blue.   You were 
probably stunned, perhaps wondering “Is it 
true?  Is there a mistake?”   As the Gospel 
reading begins Jesus had just received word 
that John the Baptist was dead. Beheaded on 
the orders of Herod - at the request of his wife. 
John had baptized Jesus. They were both 
servants of God, sent to preach the Good 
News.  And now he was gone. Murdered. 
 
Jesus’ reaction is the same that many of us 
might have when we hear such news: we want 
to be alone. We need some time alone to 
process it. To weep. To pray. To remember.  
And so, Jesus withdrew in a boat, to a desert 
place apart. This shows us the human side of 
Jesus.   We’ve all been there.   
 
But Jesus was not left alone.  A crowd 
followed him and we read that he healed 
some who were sick and then uses five loaves 
and two fishes to feed the crowd,   
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It’s remarkable that despite the trauma of 
hearing of John the Baptist’s murder, the time 
for being alone had to be postponed until after 
he had served the crowd.  But, in v23 we read 
“And after he had sent the multitudes away, 
he went up to the mountain to pray; and when 
evening had come, he was there alone” 
Alone - but praying.  Prayer for Jesus was a 
close encounter with God.  And I find myself 
reflecting on what that was like.   Prayer for us 
can be a bit formulaic - words may be said 
with little sense that God is listening.    Why do 
you think the disciples said to him “Teach us 
to pray”?   They had probably prayed since 
their earliest years.  But they knew that for 
Jesus prayer was a living conversation, a 
practice which gave him courage and was the 
source of all his compassion and strength.   
 
Jesus had wanted time alone.  But it did not 
last long.  He sent the disciples across the sea 
of Galilee, but their boat was distressed by the 
waves - so he left his prayers to rescue them.  
He was not given time to wallow in his grief. 
And my sister, after her weeks of grief, chose 
to leave her job as a shop assistant and join 
the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. 
 
Whenever we experience loss may our 
prayers and awareness of God give us 
strength to carry on – and believe that He still 
has a purpose for us, and to find it. 
 
StF 636 O Love, that wilt not let me go 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4D4MPIW8ptg 
 

O Love, that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine Ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 
 
O Light, that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to Thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 
 
O Joy, that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be. 
 

O Cross, that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 

Prayers of intercession  
Let us pray  
For the unity of the Church in witness and 
proclamation of the Gospel … 
For the peace and stability of all peoples 
and for the leaders of the nations … 
For places of work, education and leisure … 
For a blessing on our homes;  for our relations 
and friends and all whom we love … 
For the sick and suffering and all who minister 
to their needs … 
Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom 
we pray, to the mercy and protection of God. 
Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
StF 518 Father hear the prayer we offer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1-9wam-2Rk 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 

Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 

Not for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 

Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wanderings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side. 

Benediction.  
Lord God, we have chosen to follow you no 
matter how difficult the road. Give us your 
blessing so that we can face the next steps on 
our journey. 
Amen. 
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