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Opening Prayer:

Living God, as we worship at home, we ask you to draw near and walk
with us. We confess that our eyes are often closed to your presence by
the worries and cares of this world. Forgive our unbelief and open the
scriptures to us today. May we feel the warmth of your Holy Spirit and find
comfort in the truth that your kingdom is not shaken and never fails. In the
name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.

StF 314 This joyful Eastertide
https://youtu.be/P80d9g1uQcQ?si=TESMES7kd5QXuYMS

This joyful Eastertide,

what need is there for grieving?
Cast all your cares aside

and be not unbelieving:

Come, share our Easter joy
that death could not imprison,
nor any power destroy,

our Christ, who is arisen!

No work for him is vain,

no faith in him mistaken,
for Easter makes it plain
his kingdom is not shaken:

Then put your trust in Christ,
in waking and in sleeping.
His grace on earth sufficed;
he'll never quit his keeping:

www.stainer.co.uk

Please read:

Luke 24: 13-35
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=260848342
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Time to Reflect.

On the road to Emmaus two disciples walk and talk together, weighed
down by disappointment and confusion. Yet it is into that confusion and
uncertainty that Jesus comes alongside as a companion on the road.
Jesus does not arrive with a grand announcement.

Instead, quietly and almost unnoticed Jesus himself came near and went
with the disciples. Yet, they were kept from recognising him. There is
something both comforting and challenging in this detail. It is comforting
because it reminds us that Christ is present even when we are unaware
of him being with us, walking with us in our confusion, our grief, and our
guestioning. However, it is challenging because it suggests that we may
often be unable to recognise his presence, even when he is close at
hand.

Why are the disciples kept from recognising Jesus? Perhaps it is because
they had been previously looking for a triumphant figure who would
redeem lIsrael in obvious, unmistakable, and expected ways. Perhaps the
disciples had carried the same expectations that the crowds had carried
when Jesus triumphantly entered Jerusalem: To overthrow the Roman
oppressors and make Israel great again? A crucified man did not fit that
picture, and neither did a stranger walking beside them on an ordinary
road. It raises a vital question for our own faith: how often do we overlook
Christ because he does not appear or work amongst us as we expect?
How often do we assume God must act in certain ways and fail to see him
when he comes differently and quietly.

As they walk, Jesus listens to the disciples. He invites them to tell their
story and voice their pain. There is something profoundly pastoral in
Jesus approach. Before he teaches, before he reveals his identity, he
listens. He allows them to express their grief and the collapse of their
expectations. Only then does Jesus begin to reinterpret their story.
Starting with Moses and all the prophets, he explains how the scriptures
point to a Messiah who must suffer before entering into glory. In other
words, he helps them see that their story is not over and that what looked
like a dead end was, in fact, part of a larger and deeper purpose. Faith
does not remove the need to wrestle with life’s events; rather, it invites us
to see them in a different light. The resurrection does not erase the reality
of the cross; it transforms its meaning. As our hymn reminds us, "Easter
makes it plain his kingdom is not shaken". What seemed like the end

becomes, in God’s hands, a new beginning.
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Even after this profound conversation, the disciples still do not recognise
Jesus. Recognition comes later, in a simple, familiar act of hospitality. At
the table, the roles shift. The guest becomes the host. Jesus takes bread,
blesses it, breaks it, and gives it to them. In that moment, their eyes are
opened. Christ is made known in the breaking of the bread. Then, just as
suddenly as he was recognised, he vanishes from their sight.

Yet for the disciples everything has changed. Looking back, they realise
that something had been stirring within them all along, a quiet awakening
and a growing sense of hope. This, too, is familiar to the Christian
journey. Sometimes we do not recognise God’s presence immediately but
in reflection and in the slow realisation that our hearts were being warmed
and our understanding deepened while we were on the way.

What follows this encounter with the risen Jesus is immediate action.
Despite the late hour and the distance, they do not stay where they are.
They get up and return to Jerusalem to share the news with the others.
Encounter leads to witness. Recognition leads to action. The two disciples
journey, which began in sadness, ends in renewed purpose.

So where does this leave us on this third Sunday of Easter? Perhaps you
are on your own Emmaus Road today; walking, talking, and trying to
make sense of things that feel broken. The promise of Luke’s gospel is
not that our questions will be instantly resolved, but that Christ walks with
us in the midst of them. He meets us in our stories and in the feast. The
Invitation is to remain open to his presence, especially when it is not
obvious. We are called to welcome the stranger for in doing so, we
welcome the Lord himself. Whether in the reading of scripture or the
breaking of bread, the risen Christ meets us in the ordinary rhythms of
life. So may we carry this assurance: Christ is alive and he walks beside
us still. Amen.

Prayer of Intercession

You are invited to pray silently for:

The needs of the world...

The Church and its calling...

Loved ones going through difficult times...
For peace, justice, and reconciliation...

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven...

StF 308 On the journey to Emmaus
https://youtu.be/pJw0G90dHe0 ?si=YxQaed3-vtLu7rLS

On the journey to Emmaus with our hearts cold as stone — the One who
would save us had left us alone. Then a stranger walks with us and, to our
surprise, he opens our stories and he opens our eyes.

And our hearts burned within us as we talked on the way, how all that was
promised was ours on that day. So, we begged him, ‘Stay with us and grant
us your word.” We welcomed the stranger and we welcomed the Lord.

And that evening at the table as he blessed and broke bread, we saw it was
Jesus arisen from the dead; though he vanished before us we knew he was
near — the life in our dying and the hope in our fear.

On our journey to Emmaus, in our stories and feast, with Jesus we claim

that the greatest is least: and his words burn within us — let none be
ignored — who welcomes the stranger shall welcome the Lord.

WWW.giamusic.com

Final Prayer

Holy God, thank you for meeting us in our stories today. As we go into the
week ahead, keep our hearts burning with the hope of the resurrection of
Jesus, your Son and our saviour. Help us to recognise you in the ordinary
moments of life and to welcome you in the face of the stranger. May your
grace be with us in every waking moment and in our sleeping. In the
name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.
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